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SUP Directive – general objectives

The SUP Directive was initiated to tackle single-use 

plastic items that are most frequently found on beaches, 

as well as lost and abandoned fishing gear. Single-use 

plastic items are products made wholly or partially from 

plastic, and which are primarily conceived to be used only 

once (or a few times) before they are thrown away.

According to the EU studies, the 10 most commonly 

found Single-Use Plastic items on European beaches, 

represent 70% of all marine litter in the EU. 
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SUP Directive – publication and aims

The SUP Directive (Directive (EU) 2019/904)

aims to prevent and reduce the impact of 

plastic products and therefore help protect 

the environment and human health

The SUP Directive was proposed in May 2018, 

as part of the European Strategy for Plastics 

in a Circular Economy. The Directive was 

published on 12 July 2019 
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MAIN 

TAKEAWAYS

Reduction in the 

consumption of 

SUPs including beverage 

cups, and containers 

used for immediate food 

consumption (e.g., fast 

and takeaway foods)

Ban certain SUPs 

made of 

oxo-degradable 

plastic (ODP) from being 

placed on the market 

(eg. cutlery, plates, 

straws, beverage cups 

and containers, balloon 

sticks)

Promotion and 

development of 

alternative materials

Ensuring EPR 

schemes and 

covering costs 

associated with EPR by 

SUPs producers

Prioritization of 

“sustainable and non-

toxic re-usable products 

and re-use systems”

Additional 

requirements for

all beverage 

bottles with a capacity of 

up to 3 litres (tethered 

caps by 2024, 25% 

recycled plastic content by 

2025 and 30% by 2030 for 

PET bottles, separate 

collections) 

Marking/labelling 

on the presence 

of plastics in a product 

and the resulting 

environmental impacts 

of littering

Design and 

production of 

plastics and 

plastic products that are 

re-usable, repairable, 

and recyclable

SUP Directive – measures
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SUP items to be banned by 2021
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Polish implementation of the SUP Directive

keeping records of the number of single-use plastic packaging purchased and issued to purchasers2

introducing a so-called  “cup fee”1

banning on placing on the market oxo-degradable plastic products and certain single-use products 3

compulsory marking on certain single-use plastic products4

introducing a  so called “cleaning fee” 
5

introducing a so called “educational fee”  6

Draft bill amending the Act on the obligations of entrepreneurs on the management of certain waste and the product fee

transposes provisions set out in the SUP Directive by imposing new obligations such as:
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….

New fees provided in the implementation law 

Draft bill (the provisions will enter into force as of 3 July 2021) introduces the following fees:

Entities such as points of sale, wholesalers and catering points will be obliged to charge the 

purchaser buying certain single-use plastic packagings or meals in single-use packagings with “the 

cup fee”.

The maximum rate of the fee is set to be PLN 1 for each item, however the specific rate of the “cup 

fee” will be defined through executive regulation.

The “cleaning fee” will be charged on producer placing on the market certain single-use plastic 

products to cover the costs of littering and cleaning up public areas.

The “cleaning fee” is set to be maximum of PLN 0.05 for each product placed on the market. The 

minister responsible for climate will determine the rate of the “cleaning fee” based on the estimated 

costs of the establishment and maintenance of public collection systems.

The “educational fee” is paid by producer who places on the market certain SUPs (eg. food

containers, packets and wrappers, beverage containers with a capacity of up to 3 liters, such as 

beverage bottles, and multi-material beverage packaging cups for drinks, lightweight carrier bags,

tobacco products with filters, wet wipes, lightweight plastic shopping bags, sanitary towels, tampons 

and tampon applicators). The fee is set at 0.1% of net revenues from the sale of these products 

every year and dedicated for educational campaigns (conducted by the producer itself or transferred 

the equivalent to the National Fund for Environmental Protection and Water Management) 

The “cup fee”

The “cleaning fee”

The “educational fee”
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Authorized representative in the EU countries

Authorized

representative

The draft assumes that legal 

entities which have their 

registered office in Poland 

and which sell in other EU 

member states SUPs

products will be required to 

appoint their representative 

responsible for performing the 

SUP obligations in the territory

of that country (for example

Polish entity that sells food 

containers in Netherlands)

The representative is 

appointed by means of a 

written agreement.

The penalty for failure to 

appoint a representative 

may range from PLN 10,000 

to PLN 100,000.
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Extended Producer Responsibility - introduction

What is EPR?

EPR is a set of measures taken to ensure that product introducers, including packaged products,

financial responsibility or financial and organizational accountability at the life cycle stage of a

product when it becomes waste.

The current status of EPR regulations in Poland

Systems assuming producers' responsibility for management of waste generated from products

they place on the market (close or identical to the EPR model) have been in place in Poland since

2001 and currently cover eg. packaging and packaging waste, end-of-life vehicles, tires, oils, and

batteries and accumulators.
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Draft law introducing EPR Strategy

The Act amending the Act on Waste and certain other acts

implements new waste management regulations, which are the

transposition of 4 European Union Directives (Packaging and

packaging waste directive, Landfill of waste Directive, Waste

Framework Directive, Waste electrical and electronic equipment

Directive) .

The Act shall enter into force on 1 July 2021. According to

information received from the legal department of the Ministry of

Environment and Climate, this date is likely to be postponed to 1

August 2021 or later.
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Extended Producer Responsibility Strategy

does not limit the performance of duties to cases in which waste 

management generates the greatest profits

will ensure availability of the waste collection system;

has the financial and organizational resources necessary to 

perform the duties

uses self-control mechanisms in the field of financial 

management intended for the performance of duties

Entities introducing products on the territory of Poland, will be obliged to make publicly available 

information on the implementation of waste management objectives („EPR Strategy”).

Such information should show that the company:
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Extended Producer Responsibility – other obligations

The producer may also be obliged to cover the costs of waste management, such as:

● Net costs of the collection, transport and processing of waste;

● Cost of providing information for waste holders on:

➔ waste prevention methods 

➔ establishments dedicated to waste re-use and preparation for re-use

➔ waste collection systems

➔ the prevention of littering

● Cost of the collection of data and reporting on products and the collection and treatment of 

waste arising from products.



Q&A session
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